CELEBRATING
20 YEARS
THE NATION’S
TOP TRUCK OF ATRI

BOTTLENECKS 2021

This year ATRI celebrates 20 years of leadership in critical data and analysis to improve the
trucking industry’s safety and productivity. From the truck stop to the executive suite, to the
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state house and Capitol Hill, ATRI’s reputation for providing objective industry analyses means
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worst truck bottlenecks improve by 100% or more as car drivers
sheltered in place and trucks kept moving to deliver essential goods.
In a separate analysis in April 2020, ATRI found state-level truck
activity increased in early February as panic-buying drove consumer
demand, followed by a decrease in truck activity as more businesses
were closed. However, by April and into May, ATRI’s Truck Activity
Index began to improve across the states analyzed, signaling a
return to pre-pandemic freight demand.

(ATRI) has collected and processed truck GPS data in support
of numerous U.S. DOT freight mobility initiatives. Using truck GPS
data from over 1 million freight trucks, ATRI develops and monitors
a series of key performance measures on the nation’s freight
transportation system. Among many GPS analyses, ATRI converts
its truck GPS dataset into an ongoing truck bottleneck analysis that
is used to quantify the impact of traffic congestion on truck-borne
freight at over 300 specific locations. While other datasets may
identify congested corridors, no dataset available today specifically
identifies granular chokepoints in the nation’s truck freight
transportation system.

ATRI’s annual Top Truck Bottleneck Analysis uses a full year of
truck GPS data to calculate the top chokepoints. However, 2020
was by all definitions a different year with pandemic-related impacts
intersecting with traffic patterns. In a March 2020 analysis using its

An additional impact on traffic congestion in 2020 was the number
of roadway construction projects that were able to commence and/
or advance at a faster pace due to fewer vehicles on the road during
the pandemic. Once traffic levels increased in the second half of
2020, those construction projects became even more congested.
As such, this year’s Top Truck Bottleneck list reflects a rise in
ranking in a number of locations impacted by roadway construction.

2021 TOP TRUCK BOTTLENECKS • BY THE NUMBERS
AVERAGE PEAK
HOUR TRUCK
SPEED:

43.0
mph

up

33.9%

year-over-year

TOP 100 BOTTLENECKS
WITH AVERAGE TRUCK
SPEEDS <45 MPH:

25%

NUMBER OF STATES
WITH AT LEAST ONE
TOP 100 BOTTLENECK:

29

IMPROVING SAFETY
AND LOWERING RISK
On topics as wide-ranging as predicting future crash
involvement to safety technology cost-benefit analyses to
obstructive sleep apnea, ATRI’s research provides a blueprint
for managing risk and improving roadway safety.
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STATES WITH THE
HIGHEST NUMBER OF
TOP 100 BOTTLENECKS:
Texas.................. 12
California ............. 8
Washington ......... 8
Connecticut ......... 7

Georgia ................ 7
Pennsylvania ....... 7
New York .............. 6
Tennessee ........... 6

#4

TX

#5

Fort Lee, NJ
1-95 at SR 4

Atlanta, GA
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OPERATIONAL DATA
YOU CAN COUNT ON
Whether you’re looking to route your drivers around congestion or
benchmark your costs against your peers in the industry, ATRI’s
analyses combine real-world data with a deep understanding of
industry operations.

Houston, TX
I-45 at I-69/US 59

For more information on ATRI’s Top Truck Bottleneck analysis, including a detailed description of the methodology, visit www.TruckingResearch.org.

LEADING WITH DATA,
NOT EMOTION
ATRI’s research uses data and analyses to dissect the true
impacts of policies and regulations across a range of critical
topics including Hours-of-Service, autonomous vehicles, CSA,
tolling, and nuclear verdicts.

WHERE THE RUBBER
MEETS THE ROAD
ATRI has a long history of research focused on the issues and
concerns of professional truck drivers. From involvement in over
40 national, state, and regional truck parking studies to quantifying
the impacts of detention, ATRI’s analyses provide a key input to
advancing the safety and productivity of the industry’s workforce.

We rely on YOU to make our research successful. Help secure ATRI’s future for
the next 20 years with a charitable contribution from you or your organization!

Visit us today online at TruckingResearch.org
to learn more about our research and commit to
supporting ATRI through a charitable contribution.

