
Atlanta  •  Sacramento  •  Minneapolis 

 

950 N. Glebe Road 

Suite 210 

Arlington, VA 22203-4181 

Phone: 703-838-1966 

Fax: 703-838-0291 

E-mail: atri@trucking.org 

Visit us online to order 

copies of ATRI’s  

research reports  

http://www.atri-online.org 

The American Transportation 

Research Institute 

Knowledge and Excellence  
In Trucking and Transportation 

Research 

950 N. Glebe Road 
Suite 210 

Arlington, VA 
22203-4181 

Dan Murray, ATRI's Vice President of Research, 

was appointed in September to the Editorial 

Advisory Board of the Journal of Transportation 

Law, Logistics & Policy.  The quarterly Journal 

contains academic-quality research and articles on 

timely subjects of interest to transportation 

attorneys, government officials and a wide variety 

of policy, legal and academic experts in the field.  

ATRI has had several research papers published in 

the Journal, which covers all modes (rail, truck, 

air, and water), and all aspects of transportation 

law and policy, including matters of interest both 

nationally and internationally.  Contributors to the 

Journal include practicing attorneys, legal and academic experts, and 

government officials.  The Journal’s subscribers consist of transportation law 

professionals, freight transportation experts and policymakers, Supreme, 

Federal, State and Local courts, government libraries, as well as university 

libraries around the world.  

Recent appointees to the Editorial Advisory Committee include Russell W. 

Pittman with the U.S. Department of Justice, and Former FMCSA 

Administrator Annette Sandberg. 

ATRI’s Vice President of Research Appointed to 
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and Accountability (CSA) 
program, the fourth-place 
finisher on this year’s survey, 
continued to weigh on the 
collective mind of the industry 
and may play a role in the driver 
shortage.  However, the relative 
uncertainty surrounding the new 
program appears to be lessening, 
as CSA dropped two spots from 
its 2010 second place finish.  
Other critical issues on the 2011 
top ten list were fuel prices, 
congestion, transportation 
funding, tort reform, onboard 
truck technology, and truck size 
and weight.  A full copy of the 
Top Industry Issues report is 
available from ATRI at 
www.atri-online.org.  

For the third consecutive year, 
uncertainty about the economy 
was strong enough to trump 
concerns for a host of other 
issues facing the trucking 
industry according to an 
industry-wide survey.  Nearly 
one in three respondents listed 
the economy as the most 
pressing trucking industry issue.  
The annual survey, now in its 
seventh year, was conducted by 
ATRI on behalf of the American 
Trucking Associations and 
surveyed over 4,000 industry 
professionals to track year-over-
year changes in issue priority.   
In addition to identifying the top 
issues of concern, ATRI’s Top 
Industry Issues Survey also 
solicited and tabulated specific 
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strategies for addressing each 
issue. 

Widespread  uncertainty 
surrounding proposed changes 
to federal commercial driver 
Hours-of-Service (HOS) 
regulations caused that issue to 
climb to second place, up from 
fourth in 2010.  Though it 
remains a perennial industry 
issue, concern over the 
worsening driver shortage led to 
that issue ranking third on the 
list, up two spots from last year’s 
survey.  Freight volumes are up 
in many parts of the country and 
many carriers are reporting 
difficulties finding qualified 
drivers.  The sweeping impacts 
of FMCSA’s Compliance, Safety, 

UPCOMING ATRI 
APPEARANCES AND 
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October 27 - AAMGA 
University 
Dan Murray 
Denver, CO 

 
October 27 - ATRI on the 
Air, Top Industry Issues 
Rebecca Brewster 
Sirius/XM Satellite Radio 
Channel 106 

 
November 10 - AMSA 
Safety and Operations 
Conference  
Rebecca Brewster  
Baltimore, MD 
  
November 10 - ATRI on the 
Air, Top Industry Issues 2 
Dan Murray 
Sirius/XM Satellite Radio 
Channel 106 
 
November 15 - I-95 Corridor 
Coalition Senior Operations 
Academy  
Rebecca Brewster  
Baltimore, MD 

ATRI and FHWA Release Bottleneck Analysis of 250 
Freight Significant Highway Locations 
The American Transportation Research Institute (ATRI) and the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) last month released the findings of their 
annual congestion monitoring report.  The research, which assesses the level 
of truck-oriented congestion at 250 freight significant locations on the 
national highway system, uses ATRI-developed analysis methods, customized 
software tools and terabytes of data from trucking operations to produce a 
congestion severity ranking for each location.  FHWA’s Office of Freight 
Management and Operations sponsors and ATRI operates this ongoing 
research, which is part of the Freight Performance Measures (FPM) initiative. 

(Bottlenecks—Continued on page 5) 
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Inclement weather has become an increasing concern for the trucking in-
dustry.  As delivery time windows contract and just-in-time manufacturing 
pressures increase, on-time deliveries are becoming ever more critical.  At 
the same time, trucks are often the first victims of critical weather events; 
high winds, slippery roads and blinding precipitation all play havoc with 
fleet safety and operations.   

ATRI and FHWA have jointly analyzed ATRI’s “Freight Performance 
Measures” data – which monitors hundreds of thousands of truck GPS 
units – to identify numerous instances where weather events dramatically 
impacted trucking operations.  In some instances, these same trucks were 
deliberately headed into weather events such as hurricanes with much 
needed emergency response supplies.  

In an effort to monitor and notify truck drivers of critical weather events, ATRI has undertaken an important research initiative to 
capture real-time weather data from National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) databases.  The moving weather event 
data would be virtually “geo-fenced” onto roadways and truck routes; when trucks enter a weather buffer zone, they would receive 
real-time weather notifications with enough advance notice to take action, e.g. re-routing or safe parking, as needed. 

ATRI is now working with a major telecommunications provider to engineer a weather information delivery system that would inform 
drivers of events without creating un-necessary distractions.  ATRI is also working with several motor carriers, state DOTs and 
NOAA to pilot test the system in operational settings where critical weather events are known to occur.  It is hoped that preliminary 
research data and findings would be available to interested stakeholders in April 2012.  

ATRI Designing Real-Time Weather Notification System for Truck 
Drivers 

The focus of this monitoring effort is urban interstate 
interchanges, where congestion is typically problematic 
during AM and PM rush hours.  The results of this 
research indicate that not all freight significant corridors 
have the same level of congestion as others; while many 
cities experience costly gridlock on a recurring basis, 
others are more fortunate, experiencing only minor delays 
or no congestion. 

Both private and public sector freight stakeholders can 
use this information to understand the severity of 
congestion and mobility constraints experienced along 
the freight transportation system.  For each freight 
significant location on the list, ATRI provides a time-of-
day speed profile showing when congestion impacts 
freight operations.  The list of all 250 locations is 
available online at www.atri-online.org.  ATRI and 
FHWA will continue this monitoring effort next year, 
with an analysis of data collected throughout 2011. 

(Bottleneck—Continued from page 1) 

Congestion 
Ranking  

Location  
Description  State Avg 

Speed  

1 
Chicago, IL: I-290 at  
I-90/I-94 IL 29.41 

2 
Fort Lee, NJ: I-95 at  
SR 4 NJ 28.98 

3 
Houston, TX: I-45 at US 
59  TX 38.55 

4 Houston, TX: I-10 at I-45 TX 41.28 

5 
Houston, TX: I-10 at  
US 59 TX 41.01 

6 Gary, IN: I-65 at I-80 IN 47.35 
7 Austin, TX: I-35 TX 34.55 

8 
Chicago, IL: I-90 at I-94 
(North) IL 35.39 

9 
Atlanta, GA: I-285 at I-85 
(North) GA 45.69 

10 
Los Angeles, CA: SR 60 
at SR 57 CA 46.43 
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Over 200 members participated in the Trucking 
Industry Mobility and Technology Coalition’s 
(TIMTC) 2011 annual meeting on October 17-18 
at the Gaylord Texan Resort and Convention 
Center.  Representatives from government, the 
trucking industry, motor carrier enforcement and 
the insurance industry spoke at the Monday afternoon educational session “(Data) Mining 
for Gold: Using Your Driver Data to Reduce Crashes,” which focused on how “data 
mining” is used by carriers, insurers and government to strategically and cost-effectively 
identify and resolve safety issues. 

Speakers included FMCSA Administrator Anne Ferro; C.R. England Chief Operating 
Officer Chad England; New Mexico Department of Public Safety Major Ron Cordova; and 
Maxum Specialty Insurance Group Transportation Division Vice President Doug 
Hathaway.  Discussions focused on the need to understand how driving histories relate to 
future crash risk, and for the development of targeted solutions for minimizing future safety 
risks.  

On Tuesday, a panel of government officials, FHWA Deputy Administrator Greg Nadeau 
and NHTSA Deputy Administrator Ron Medford, and industry executives, James Burg 
Trucking President and CEO Jim Burg and Jet Express President Kevin Burch, discussed 
the benefits to research and program development that come from government and 
industry collaboration, as well as the challenges associated with determining when initiatives 
should be voluntary (carrots) versus mandatory (sticks). 

The presenters indicated that strong government and industry partnerships are critical to 
the success of future technology deployments and safety initiatives.  It was noted that, while 
there are tremendous hurdles to overcome (privacy and security issues, funding, etc.), these 
technologies are important tools for continuing to increase highway safety, a goal shared by 
everyone.  The debate will continue, however, on determining when initiatives should be 
voluntary versus mandatory. 

Also on Tuesday, “A Day in the Life of a Connected Truck” offered a glimpse into the 
future of advanced truck technology that will improve safety and increase productivity in 
the industry.  Several government and industry representatives discussed how life will 
change once technologies such as wireless roadside inspections (WRI), universal truck 
identification, virtual weight stations and other intelligent transportation systems (ITS) are 
implemented. 

TIMTC also had the opportunity to sponsor a Sirius/XM radio broadcast during the annual 
meeting.  The Dave Nemo Show aired live on October 17th and 18th from 8:00 to 10:00 
each morning.  Guests included FMCSA Administrator Anne Ferro; Former FMCSA 
Administrator and Founder of the Hill Group John Hill; Executive Director of the 
Coalition for Transportation Productivity John Runyan; and ATA’s Director of Highway 
Operations Darrin Roth. 

TIMTC, established in 2009, is sponsored by the U.S. DOT and is jointly managed by 
ATRI, the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA), the American Association of State 
Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and the American Trucking Associations 
(ATA). 

For more information on TIMTC and a complete summary of the annual meeting sessions, 
please visit www.freightmobility.org.  

The Trucking Industry Mobility and Technology 
Coalition Annual Meeting 

Lud Koci is one of ATRI’s longest standing Board members, having first been appointed to the ATRI Board in 
April 2001.  Mr. Koci’s industry career spans 50+ years, starting in 1954 when he joined General Motors as a 
cooperative education student at the General Motors Institute.  He held a number of engineering positions at 
Electro Motive Division, a railroad locomotive builder, including that of Assistant Chief Engineer starting in 
1972.  In 1979, Mr. Koci was transferred to the former Detroit Diesel Allison (DDA) Division of General 
Motors as Director of Diesel Engine and Transmission Engineering.  Two years later, he was named General 
Director of Engineering for DDA, including responsibility for diesel engines, gas turbine engines and automatic 
transmissions.  He was promoted to General Manager of the division and elected GM Vice President in 
October, 1982. 
In 1988, after the purchase by Roger Penske, he was promoted to Executive Vice President of Detroit Diesel 
Corporation (DDC). He subsequently held the positions of President, Vice Chairman, and CEO of DDC.  
Following that he became a Vice President of Daimler Corporation in charge of engine development for 
commercial engines headquartered in Stuttgart.  Today he is President of Penske Transportation Components 
LLC and a Director of Penske Corporation. 
In addition to his service on the ATRI Board, he has served on the Board of Directors of Wabash Corporation 
and VM Motori, an engine company in Italy.  Mr. Koci also serves on the Boards of various civic and charitable 
organizations such as Focus Hope, Mary’s Children Family Center, Orchard Lake Schools, where he is Chairman of the Board of Regents 
and SS Cyril and Methodius Seminary.  He is a member of the Cardinal Club of Detroit, Legatus and is a Knight of the Order of Malta 
and a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre.  He has lectured at a number of schools and universities on subjects of 
business, values and ethics. 
Mr. Koci has been married for 54 years and he and his wife, Trudy, have eight children, five of whom were adopted from four nations.  
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ATRI RAC Member Brett 
Sant currently serves as the 
Vice President of Safety 
and Risk Management for 
Knight Transportation, 
Inc., a position he has held 
since November 
2005.   His supervisory 
responsibilities have included loss prevention, 
security, insurance procurement, claims 
management and administration, driver 
development, training and compliance.  Prior to 
his time at Knight, Brett was the Director of 
Safety and Driver Development for Edwards 
Bros. Trucking.  His professional experience 
includes 13 years of management 
responsibilities in the transportation industry, in 
various segments including truckload, 
refrigerated, tanker and LTL.  At Knight, Brett 
and his colleagues have initiated a number of 
significant safety initiatives and claim 
administration efforts that have helped to 
significantly reduce vehicle crashes, industrial 
injuries and their resulting financial impacts. 
Brett is actively involved in industry efforts to 
improve motor carrier safety.  In addition to his 
service on the ATRI RAC, Brett is active in the 
American Trucking Associations, where he 
serves on the Safety Management Council’s 
Regulations Committee as its Vice 
Chairman.  He is also active in his home state of 
Arizona where he served as chairman of the 
committee responsible for enacting legislation 
prohibiting indemnification by motor carriers of 
another party’s negligence.   
Brett graduated from the University of Utah 
with a B.A. in History.  He currently resides in 
Goodyear, Arizona along with his wife and 
three sons.  

2011-2012 Research Advisory Committee 

As part of its research to quantify the impact of CSA on the trucking industry, ATRI con-
ducted two separate surveys to identify motor carrier and commercial driver attitudes and 
understanding of FMCSA’s new regulatory program, Compliance, Safety, Accountability 
(CSA), along with operational impacts which may be occurring.  Survey results describe more 
than 4,300 truck driver responses collected between March – April 2011, as well as nearly 
700 motor carrier responses from July – August 2011. 

At the time of the motor carrier survey, 96.5 percent of carriers had accessed their company’s 
CSA scores at least once, including 85.1 percent who reported viewing their CSA scores 
monthly.   The number of self-reported SafeStat Safety Evaluation Areas (SEAs) and CSA 
Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement Categories (BASICs) above threshold were 
strongly correlated, meaning carriers generally maintained their favorable or unfavorable 
safety status under CSA as in SafeStat.  However, a higher proportion of carriers reported 
having at least one identified problem area, likely due to the fact that more safety areas are 
measured under CSA (i.e. 7 BASICs compared to only 4 SEAs). 

Interestingly, although roughly two-thirds of drivers were somewhat or extremely concerned 
about job security under CSA, 90 percent of motor carrier respondents laid off only 5 per-
cent or fewer of their drivers due to CSA-related concerns.  Still, a majority of drivers and 
carriers agreed (83.6% and 89.1%, respectively) that CSA would exacerbate the existing 
driver shortage.  These beliefs were substantiated by claims from 72.2 percent of carriers that 
it is now more difficult to hire new drivers, due to greater driver accountability and increased 
transparency of historical safety records. 

There were mixed reports as to whether CSA has increased carrier and driver interactions 
with FMCSA.  Only a quarter of truck drivers believed that roadside inspections (RIs) had 
increased in frequency since CSA’s national launch in December 2010.  Conversely, 55 per-
cent of carriers said this was true, although this increased reporting may have been due to the 
four month gap between surveys, during which time CSA had time to expand.  Further, a 
third of carriers stated that FMCSA interventions had become more frequent, with interven-
tions now including warning letters, targeted or comprehensive on-site or off-site compliance 
reviews.  Notably, reports of increased RIs and interventions were more common among 
carriers reporting a greater number of BASICs above threshold. 

Drivers and carriers both believed that CSA would ultimately improve the quality of truck 
drivers, but only carriers thought the changes would translate into better industry safety over-
all.  As a whole, drivers were more supportive of FMCSA using CSA to measure carrier 
safety performance than driver safety performance, while carriers were more supportive of 
FMCSA measuring drivers.  Still, carriers approved of FMCSA using the data more than they 
approved of the data being used by shippers, brokers or insurers, while support was lowest 
for the general public having access to the data. 

Finally, on a 14-item CSA knowledge test, drivers answered an average of 5.7 items correctly, 
compared to 10.2 by carriers.  Both groups of respondents struggled with technical details, 
such as correctly identifying which five BASICs are publicly available. Drivers, however, con-
sistently had difficulty separating CSA fact from fiction, such as believing that CSA will rate 
drivers on Body Mass Index.  Although performance on the knowledge test varied, drivers 
and carriers were able to accurately rate their level of CSA expertise prior to taking the test. 

Copies of the driver and carrier survey results, as well as the ATRI CSA Knowledge Test, are 
available from ATRI at www.atri-online.org.   
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ATRI Analysis of Carrier and Driver CSA Impacts Developing a  
Real-Time Truck 
Parking Info System 

ATRI is a team member and co-
designer for a large-scale U.S. DOT-
sponsored research initiative that is 
building and testing a comprehensive 
Truck Parking Information System.  
The core team, which is led by the MN 
Department of Transportation, includes 
ATRI and the University of Minnesota.  
When built, the “SmartPark4Trucks” 
system will use automated cameras and 
a series of wireless servers to provide 
accurate, real-time truck parking 
information, using a variety of 
communication tools.  Aside from 
variable message signs on the road, the 
parking information will be fed 
wirelessly to onboard truck 
communication systems, as well as the 
SmartPark4Trucks web server which 
will also allow dispatchers to assess and 
communicate parking opportunities. 

One of the most important aspects of 
the system is that it will be installed, 
tested and integrated across both public 
and private sector facilities; initial 
corridor testing will include 2-3 public 
rest stops and one private truck stop on 
the I-94 corridor between Fargo-
Moorhead and Minneapolis-St. Paul.  
Scott Wombold, Vice President of 
Strategic Sales with Pilot Travel Centers 
and an ATRI RAC member, is 
facilitating the truck stop integration 
component.  The onboard system 
integration will be supported by 
Peoplenet Communications.  Tom 
Kearney, FHWA’s Project Manager for 
the U.S. DOT’s Truck Parking 
Program, is providing continuous 
technical support to the MN/DOT 
Team as well as facilitation with the 
country’s other truck parking initiatives. 


